Christian Life in A Sinful Society

By:  Harry Jackson

March 23, 1962

Given at the Chapel Service at The Bonny Oaks School, Chattanooga, TN.

First of all, I will explain what I mean when I say “a sinful society.”

As we all know, society is the people who are most commonly seen at parties, business meetings and many other places.

We know that only one man was perfect and that was God, therefore we have sin just about everywhere we go.  I’m not saying just because a man isn’t perfect, that he is a sinner.  We have many men, women and children today, who have given their lives to the Lord Jesus Christ, therefore, what do I mean when I say sinful society?  I mean this:  In all walks of life there are men and women who have seen all the money they would ever want or need, but they want more money.  Money is their idol, or in other words their god.  Jesus said in Deuteronomy, Chapter 5, verse seven:  “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.”  I’m not saying that every wealthy person is like this, because I have met many men and women, who were very wealthy, but they still confessed the Lord God as their personal Savior.

There are a lot of poor people also who are sinners; maybe they’re more pore sinners than wealthy sinners, but only God knows.

As a Christian in a sinful society, it is hard, but I think if the Christian is a true Christian, he will have no trouble at all in a sinful society.

In my life, I have had a hard time being a Christian.  For instance, when some boys were going to do something very sinful, they asked me to go along. It was very tempting not to go, but each time I would say to myself:  “What would Jesus do?”  In saying this, I found out just what God would do if He were in my place.

The Lord knows that there are people trying to get us to sin, because in the seventieth chapter of Psalms, 2nd verse, David says:  “Let them be confounded that seek after my soul, let them be turned backward, and put to confusion, that desire my hurt.”  Yes, God knows all about us.  He knows many hairs there are in our head.

Also in society, you will note that a lot of people tell lies to get out of or into something.  These people might get by with it on this earth, but they don’t stop to think that some day they have to go before the Lord and pay for their sins, and lying is definitely a sin.

As we know, it is hard to get into shape for something, but is might easy to get out of shape.  The same holds true about us Christians.  It is hard to first accept the Lord as our God and Savior, but after you once accept Him, the devil is constantly tempting you.  You will notice that people who are trying to, or are living for the Lord, are the ones most tempted by the devil.  Why are they?  Well, the devil doesn’t care if you aren’t a Christian, but if so he attacks you.  That’s the way the devil is.  Once he gets you, he doesn’t care about you.  He doesn’t take care of you like the Lord does.

So, if you are in a sinful society, just go to the Lord in prayer, or ask the question:  “What would Jesus do?”  I guarantee you, when you have finished, you will know what to do.

